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Final Message as Your GAMA President

The last address of the year for the GAMA president 
gives me the opportunity to recount the achievements of 
the past year and look into what the next year will bring. 
Without straying from tradition, I will do just that.

GAMA has had a rich and fruitful year. The GAMA  
Foundation, now the educational and philanthropic  
arm of our medical association, officially started its  
activity in the spring. 

The CME activities were inaugurated by the Aid in Dying 
conference in October. Organized and moderated by  
Dr. Heather Brislen, the conference was an amazing  
discussion from both sides of this controversial issue, 
with a presentation of the “Medical Aid in Dying” bill that 
will be voted on during the 2019 New Mexico Legislature, 
and an informative presentation of the experiences  
accumulated in Oregon, the first of seven states that 
now have passed similar legislation. 

Physicians, lawyers, advocates and AMA representatives 
were present and expressed their ideas, support and 
concerns regarding this issue. During the last board 
meeting, your GAMA Board of Trustees voted to keep 
an engaged neutrality position on this issue, but all our 
members should present their personal opinions to the 
legislators during the next session. 

The Foundation’s most important philanthropic  
activity remains the sponsoring of an UNM medical 
student scholarship with the La Tierra Sagrada Society. 
GAMA has continued its role of advocacy for its members, 
and we are looking forward to a rich agenda for the 
Advocacy Council. 

Important bills that we will be reviewing include Surprise 

Billing, Maintenance of  
Certification, Prior Authorization, 
various Scope of Practice 
bills, Medical Aid in Dying, 
and last but not least, the 
Medical Malpractice Act 
(MMA). 

The MMA will be under siege 
by various interest groups. 
Probably the most important 
legislative act, able to impact 
generations of physicians (the 
last rendition was voted on in 
the early ’90s), the MMA has the potential to define our 
chance to thrive as a medical community. New Mexico 
has not been successful in attracting and retaining young 
doctors in the past few decades. To turn this around we 
need strong protections under this act. GAMA has been 
instrumental in creating momentum for a coalition of 
physicians and healthcare entities to work in unity to 
craft legislation that will protect in the end what we are 
all working for: our patients – their access to the best, 
timely and most affordable health care.                 

I want to thank all of you for the opportunity you gave me to 
serve in GAMA leadership positions these past two years. I 
thoroughly enjoyed your collegiality and willingness to make 
a difference, and I am happy I can leave the  
organization in a strong financial posiion, with a  
diverse Board of Trustees that will proudly represent  
all of us and continue to ensure that we remain a solid 
professional group. 
                                                                                                                                           
I wish all of you a happy holiday season with your families 
and loved ones.
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EDITORIAL POLICY

GAMA Reports is published monthly by the 
Greater Albuquerque Medical Association. 
Opinions expressed herein do not necessar-
ily represent GAMA policy. Comments from 
members are welcome and may be mailed 
to GAMA, 7770 Jefferson NE, Suite 420, 
Albuquerque, NM 87109, (505) 821-4583, or 
e-mailed to staff@gamamed.org. Material 
may be edited. 

Guest Editorials must have prior approval 
of subject by the editor and should not 
exceed 700 words and may be edited. The 
deadline for submission of final copy is the 
first Wednesday of the month preceding the 
month of publication.

Please note that letters to the editor should 
be limited to 250 words and guest editori-
als as well as articles should be limited to 
700 words. Subscription rates are included 
in dues. Advertising rates given on request.   
Advertisements appearing in this publica-
tion do not constitute endorsement by the           
Association of the product or service.  

Visit the GAMA website at
www.gamamed.org

Article and ad submission deadlines are 
the first Wednesday of the month preceding 
the month of publication.
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Paul Sanchez, M.D., M.S.

Big Thoughts 
From a  
Bald Head

I have the esteemed duty of being 
your GAMA President for 2019. I want 
to thank Dr. Mihaela Bujoi for her tireless 
efforts in 2018. The conclusion of her 
presidency leaves our organization 
in a great place and I am honored to 
take the baton. 

The end of the year is always time 
to reflect on our accomplishments, 
challenges, and goals. The year 2019 
promises to be a pivotal legislative 
opportunity for our profession. As I 
outline some of the upcoming legislative 
agenda items, I ask that you begin to 
formulate your individual opinions so 
that we, as an organization, can respond 
collectively. The issues at hand matter 
for your patients, your practices, and 
the future of medicine in New Mexico.

The New Mexico Medical Malpractice 
Act exists to cap potential malpractice 
payouts for pain and suffering at 
$600,000 per occurrence. Since its 
inception in 1976, most physicians 
in New Mexico pay into this fund. 
Medical malpractice insurance rates 
are maintained at reasonable levels 
because we all participate. Physicians 
can utilize the funds for no more than 
three occurrences per year.
 
Historically, hospitals were not eligible to 
participate; however, they were granted 
access to this fund in 2009. Hospitals 
do not have a limit on occurrences  
annually like the individual physicians 
do. This has been beneficial for the 
hospitals (so that they could utilize the 
cap), but there is great concern that 
hospitals could bankrupt the fund  

(unlimited occurrences. number of 
total cases, etc.).

It is likely that the trial lawyers will  
attempt to raise or eliminate the 
cap in 2019. Their argument is that 
the cap has not been raised since 
the 1990s and it is insufficient. This 
matters for you because if the fund is 
bankrupt or if the cap is removed, you 
will see an increase in your costs for 
medical malpractice coverage and, 
if you need the fund, it may not be 
available to you. Without these tort 
protections, it will become even more 
difficult to recruit physicians to New 
Mexico. This is a major issue.

Discussions regarding physician-aided 
dying reached the New Mexico  
Supreme Court in June 2018. The 
court said there is no fundamental 
right under the New Mexico Constitution 
for a terminally ill patient to have  
assistance from a physician to choose 
the time of one’s own death. A bill 
to establish law regarding physician-
aided death will be presented in the 
2019 legislature. Further definitions 
including how a terminally ill patient 
would qualify, criteria for competency, 
and acceptable medical practices will 
be discussed. It is important for you to 
know how you feel about this. 

Continued on page 4



Connecting practices to

EMERGING TRENDS.
We’re taking the mal out of malpractice insurance. 
In an ever-evolving healthcare environment, we stay on 
top of the latest risks, regulations, and advancements. 
From digital health innovations to new models of care 
and everything in between, we keep you covered. And it’s 
more than a trend. It’s our vision for delivering malpractice 
insurance without the mal. Join us at thedoctors.com
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Big Thoughts
Continued from page 2

GAMA will likely take an “engaged neutrality” stance. 
We will be involved in the process to ensure that pa-
tients and providers are protected.

My patients ask me every day about medical mari-
juana use for glaucoma. As we approach legalization 
of recreational marijuana use in New Mexico, I have as 
many questions as they do. How do we handle mari-
juana use in patients with narcotic contracts? While 
it is obvious that physicians should not practice while 
impaired, do we need to develop a new understand-
ing of recreational use for medical professionals? Do 
we remain zero tolerant even if it is legal? Yet another 
issue for the 2019 session.

Physicians continue to lose autonomy. Decisions 
about how you practice are dictated by outside enti-
ties. Providers frequently cite loss of autonomy as a 
major source of burnout. Provider apathy is in part to 

blame for our loss of autonomy. We aren’t making our 
own decisions any more. We need to take back the 
practice of medicine to protect its future.

As we enter into 2019, I would like to challenge you 
to think about these issues. When you develop your 
thoughts and ideas, send an email to GAMA or call 
(505) 821-4583. Consider calling your legislators. We 
are fortunate to have two physicians in the 2019 New 
Mexico State Legislature (William Pratt MD and Greg 
Schmedes MD). Your decisions, your practices, your 
patients, and our legacy are all at stake.

Join your colleagues in donating to GAMA PAC to elect candidates       
interested in the health of New Mexico. GAMA PAC contributed to 
9 out of 10 candidates who won their race for the state house and     
Governor’s office in 2018.  As a result, we now have two physicians in 
the House of Representatives due to your suppport. 

Make a contribution TODAY!  Every dollar counts!

Send your check or make a payment online at gamamed.org/payment

or mail check to 

7770 Jefferson NE, Suite 420 ▪ Albuquerque, NM 87109   

Donate now
   to GAMA PAC
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TOUGHER TOGETHER .

As a certified member of MD Anderson Cancer Network®, a program of MD Anderson 
Cancer Center, Presbyterian Cancer Care has expanded our affiliation to all areas of 
oncology. This builds on our decade-long collaboration with MD Anderson that started  
with our radiation oncology program.
 
Today, patients have access to a wide range of multidisciplinary care resources, including 
disease-specific and evidence-based guidelines, treatment plans and best practices 
developed by MD Anderson.

Join the fight at phs.org/cancer.



Join us for an evening of refreshments, dining, and networking with colleagues and friends. 
The introduction of our new GAMA officers and trustees will be conducted with an important 
message from your new GAMA President, Dr. Paul Sanchez.

Reservations are now open on Eventbrite. If you make a reservation and cannot attend, you 
will be charged a $35 fee to cover food and beverage costs if you do not cancel. Thank you for 
your cooperation and understanding. 

To register, go to eventbrite.com/e/2019-gama-annual-meeting-tickets-52281455240



Accepting Applications for 2019-2020
Call for a Personal Tour Today!

Sunset Mesa School has been educating young children in 
academic excellence, strong character, and foundational learning 
for more than 70 years.  We a� end to each child’s development 
by providing strong role models and partnering with parents. 
� e results are high caliber students who are well prepared for 
the next steps in their future.

Sunset Mesa School 
Excellence in Preschool & K-5 Education

Northeast Heights  |  Morris & Candelaria
505-298-7626   sunset-mesa.com

Where a Love of
             Learning Begins

The GAMA Board
of Trustees and Staff 

wish you 
and your families

a happy
holiday season



CME CALENDAR
December

15: UNM, Maintenance of Certification in Anesthesiology (MOCA) UNM BATCAVE.

February

1: Teaching Oral Health to Medical and Nursing Providers. Novitski Hall, UNM North Campus.900 Yale NE. 

8-9: 2019 Annual Women’s Health Conference: Caring for Women Across Their Lifespan. 2600 Louisiana 
Blvd NE. 

21-22: The Myofascial Institute: Trigger Point Injections. UNM Continuing Ed, 1634 University Blvd. NE. 
22: Postgraduate Course in QI/PS Postgraduate Course in QI/PS. 

27: UNM, Maintenance of Certification in Anesthesiology. 

27 - Mar 1: 2019 Indian Health Review and Update Colposcopy Course

For additional information and links on any of the CME programs above, go to 
som.unm.edu/education/cme/2019/index.html 

 
Or contact HSC Continuing Medical Education & Professional Development at 

505-272-3942 or HSC-CMEWeb@salud.unm.edu

Pain Management CME Webinar                                                                  
5 Hours of CME are required for all New Mexican physicians every 3 years for relicensure.                                      

Only $98 to GAMA Members
Go to the GAMA website at gamamed.org and click on the link. 

Presenters and topics are:
Epidemic of Pain and Unintentional Opiate Overdose Deaths - Robert Twillman
American Academy of Pain Management, NM and Federal Regulations - Steve Jenkusky, MD
NM Medical Board, Best Practices Pain Management for Patients with Chronic Non-Cancer Pain - Joanna 
Katzman, MD
Appropriate use of Non-Opiate Medications for Patients with Chronic Non-Cancer Pain - Joanna Katzman, MD
Prescribing and New Mexico Overdose Deaths & Education on Legislation for Naloxone Use in New 
Mexico – Michael Landen, D.O.
Training on the Prescription Monitoring Program – Shelly Bagwell, R.Ph.   
 Available through October 2020



www.NMSelect.com

Aaron Sandoval
505-249-1986

Adrianne Rutledge Baird
505-288-0018

Susan & Alicia Feil
505-690-2225/505-235-9398

Ann Taylor
505-379-7774

Kelly Hardison & Bryan Lee
505-259-8131

Carol Bouloy
505-450-2574

Carol Sauder
505-620-3898

Charissa Grigsby
505-319-3989

Sean & Christine Remington
505-977-2004

Dana Wilson
505-400-4199

David Roybal
505-459-0765

Diana L. Griego
505-238-6478

H. Christensen & L. McGuire
505-220-8370/505-450-6742

Helen DeMott
505-610-8355

Helen Jackson
505-610-6960

Jan DeMay
505-450-7635

Jeanne Kuriyan
505-249-7666

Jeannine DiLorenzo
505-235-5840

Jennifer Wilson
505-440-1256

Jennise Phillips
505-331-2288

Jessica Beecher
505-401-9633

Joan Wagner & Jill Levin
505-220-0060/505-385-7714

Jo Cook
505-379-6099

Joseph C Szklarz
505-269-1819

Joe Maez
505-515-1719

Kas MacKenzie
505-205-4375

Kate Southard
505-264-9586

Greg Lobberegt
505-269-4734

Kelly Taliaferro
505-270-5552

Linda DeVlieg
505-440-7200

Lynn Martinez
505-263-6369

Maggie Ebbens
505-604-4380  

Mark Puckett
505-269-6997

Michelle Smith
505-417-1640

Mindy Prokos
505-400-6488

Missy Aschcraft
505-362-6823

Nancy A Montoya
505-480-2121

Patty Culp
505-440-9895

Gary Shaw
505-506-9941

Lynn Johnson
505-350-5966

Rachael Flance
505-977-6569

Sandi Reeder
505-269-9498

Sandy Levinson
505-977-3373

Susan Nelson Anderson
505-350-3235

Suzanne Kinney
505-249-1212

Ted Z.
505-239-1500

Terri Sauer Beach
505-250-6411

Veronica Gonzales
505-440-8956

Vicki Criel
505-615-3333

Dominic Serna
505-319-1604

J. Gilmore-Daniels & K. Mosley
505-259-0502

Naomi Apodaca
505-510-0610

Wende Calvert
505-452-6934
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Secure Communication
with Your Patients and Providers

24/7 - 365 Answering Services

Basic Call Forwarding and 

     Call-Patching

E-voice Messaging

2-Way SMS text messaging

HIPAA-Compliant 

    Messaging Applications

Since 1981

Call today for your 
complimentary evaluation!

       505.867.3700

7770 Jefferson NE, Suite 420   Albuquerque, NM
505.857.3700       www.macmed.net
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     GAMA Annual Legislative Day 
Thursday, February 7, 2019 

Register NOW: Tickets are $35 per person 
Contact Jennifer Valenti at GAMA to make your reservations 505-821-4583  

 or email her: jennifer.valenti@gamamed.org. 

 8:30 a.m.  Cars depart GAMA’s parking lot 

 TBD   Meeting with Governor Lujan Grisham’s office  

 11:30 a.m.       Lunch at Rio Chama, Santa Fe 

                Featured Speakers: 
   Representative Deb Armstrong, Chair LHHSC (invited) 
   David Abbey, Legislative Finance Committee Director 
David oversees fiscal analysts who examine budgets and review the management and operations of state agencies, 
higher education institutions and public schools and participate in the state's revenue estimating process. The com-
mittee also employs program evaluators to assess the finances and effectiveness of state-funded programs. The LFC 
staff assists the Legislature's finance committees during the legislative sessions with the General Appropriation Act, 
which includes revenues, expenditures and performance measures.  

  
 2:00 P.M.           Legislator Meetings and Committee Hearings                 
                        at the Roundhouse (TBD) 

 5:00 P.M            Cars depart for ABQ 




