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Message from the Executive Director
It's hard to believe we are approaching the end of summer. I remember
announcing its arrival, and it seems like only days ago. APS is back in full
swing as evidenced by heavier traffic and the high school football season
starting in just a week. Speaking of that, don't forget all the volunteer
physicians who work so hard every year to be on the field for all APS games
so the players can take the field. I remind you every year of how APS and
GAMA help to coordinate the trainers, physicians and the games. I am always in awe that
every year when we send out the annual call for volunteers, within days the schedule is full.
We are blessed to have such dedicated healthcare professionals who are willing to donate
their time for the benefit of our local athletes. Thank you for all that you do.
Scroll down to see all the upcoming events that may be on interest to you. The New Mexico
Medical Society's annual meeting is coming up in less than a month. Click on the links to
register and see all the great CMEs and networking events they are offering.
There are several excellent CME programs being offered in the months of September and
October. Don't miss out!
Enjoy the last of your summer and the always glorious fall that is quickly approaching.

A Well-Being Retreat Designed for Healthcare Professionals
October 2-6, 2019 Santa Fe, NM
Here’s a once in a lifetime opportunity, where you will join a select group of healthcare
professionals invited to participate in this journey of unwinding your nervous system, learning
new methods of self-care and have some fun. Experience the ultimate combination of cutting
edge transformational teachings, breathtaking beauty, peak adventures, and profound
personal growth experiences.
For more information, please click on the link below:
https://www.drlancewilson.com/the-retreat-experience

NM ACEP Member Eric Ketcham Participates

in Discussion on Barriers to Substance Use Treatment
On Tuesday, July 16 Eric Ketcham, MD, MBA, FACEP, FASAM, FACHE, participated in a panel
discussion sponsored by Pew Charitable Trusts focused on how to reduce barriers that
impede the ability for providers to treat patients with Substance Use Disorder (SUD). Dr.
Ketcham emphasized the need to remove the “X-waiver” training requirement, which stems
from the Drug Addiction Treatment Act (DATA) of 2000. DATA 2000 requires physicians to
undergo an 8-hour training course and receive an X-waiver in order to prescribe
buprenorphine. Dr. Ketcham also discussed the importance of initiating buprenorphine in the
ED, and how the X-waiver requirement creates an unnecessary barrier that impedes access
to this potentially life-saving medication. Finally, he and other panelists talked about other
treatment barriers to SUD, including stigma and misperception, outpatient access issues, and
insurance prior-authorization, and how policy makers can best address these impediments.
Representative Paul Tonko (D-NY) also was present and kicked off the panel discussion.
Representative Tonko is the sponsor of the ACEP-supported H.R. 2482, the Mainstreaming
Addiction Treatment Act, which would remove the X-waiver requirement as well as address
other barriers to SUD treatment.
After the panel discussion, Dr. Ketcham and the other panelists met with Admiral Brett Giroir,
the Assistant Secretary for Health at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS). Adm. Giroir’s office is looking into possibly reforming the restrictive “three-day” rule for
administering buprenorphine. This rule allows non-waivered providers to administer (but not
prescribe) buprenorphine to patients for a three-day period. However, the rule forces
providers to administer buprenorphine one-day at a time, requiring patients to come back to
the ED or other settings each day to receive treatment. ACEP has long advocated for
eliminating this unnecessary hurdle and allowing providers to provide the patient with threedays’ worth of treatment during one session. We have previously met with Admiral Giroir and
others at HHS to discuss this issue and are encouraged that the Department is considering a
policy change

Dr. Eric Ketcham (middle right) with Admiral Giroir (middle left) and the other panelists.
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Sponsored by X-Ray Associates of
New Mexico
Saturday, September 7, 2019
8:00 AM – 11:00 AM
Eldorado Hotel & Spa
https://xranm.com

New Mexico Academy
of Ophthalmology
“Updates in Ophthalmology”
Saturday, September 14, 2019
8:00 am to 5:00 pm
Hotel Albuquerque
http://www.nmao.org/index.php/events/

